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ACRONOMYMS 
 
 
AMDC:  Africa Minerals Development Cooperation 
 
AMV:    Africa Mining Vision 
 
ASM:    Artisanal Small Scale Miners 
 
AU:    Africa Union 
 
CSOT:   Community Share Ownership Trust 
 
CSR:    Cooperate Social Responsibility 
 
CMV:    Country Mining Vision 
 
EIA:    Environment Impact Assessment 
 
FGD:    Focus Group Discussion 
 
KII:    Key Informant Interview 
 
LSM:    Large Scale Mining 
 
MADF:   Minerals and Africa Development Framework 
 
SSM:    Small Scale Mining 
 
ZCDC:   Zimbabwe Consolidated Diamond Company 
 
ZIMASCO:   Zimbabwe Alloy Smelting Company 
 
ZIMASSET:  Zimbabwe Agenda for Sustainable Socio-

Economic Transformation 
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Ellen, 63, is a widow who has been practicing small-
scale gold mining in Zvishavane for the past 14 
years. Currently she is the treasurer of the 
Zvishavane–Mberengwa ASM Association, which 
comprises men and women ASM The main role of 
the association is to advocate, promote and protect 
the rights of ASM. Ellen inherited the mining 
business from her husband and employs both men 
and women. Men go underground and women do 
the light duties. While she would like to grow her 
mining business, a major challenge is theft from 

workers, villagers and buyers because of her lack of capacity and skill to understand 
the industry better. Currently she lacks machinery, knowledge and research 
information. Further, she stated that she constantly has to worry about annually 
renewing her mining license. Ellen acknowledges that as ASM “we need to contribute 
to community development and not wait for large-scale mines to do it for us”. 
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In 1997 Margret Zhou started working 
at the Akurium mine, making tea and 
cleaning the ofces. After three years 
the mine closed and she found 
employment at the Petmus mining 
company (part of the Zimbabwe Alloy 
Smelting Company). She started as a 
general labourer, digging chrome. She 
used to lift 14-pound harmers and it 
was painful. She was later promoted 
to supervisor and worked for seven 
years, receiving training in rst aid and 

in the technique of blasting. During blasting she sustained a leg injury 
and ultimately lost her job. 
Margaret states that as a woman, working at Pitmus was really 
challenging. The environment was male dominated. Often she would 
start work at 6am and nish at 7pm. She had to wake up early to 
prepare the children for school, and ensure food was available for them 
and her husband. When she got home she had to the same household 
chores. Due to lack of economic opportunities she had to endure for 
the families' livelihood she now suffers chest pains and her womb is 
ruptured. Despite this she has managed to ensure that all her children 
go to school, bought cattle and household goods for the family.
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The mining value chain and Africa
The value chain in Africa

ends here, at best
Developed countries
complete the chainLeast value Most value 

1. Inputs 2. Inputs 3. Inputs 4. Inputs 5. Inputs

- Consulꢀng services
(surveying, drilling, design,
bulk earthworks)
- Specialized equipment
- Uꢀliꢀes and raw materials
- finance

- Run-of-mine ore
- Consulꢀng services
- Specialized equipment
- Raw material inputs
- water and power
- Labour

- Concentrate
- Consulꢀng services
- Specialized equipment
- Raw material inputs
- water and power
- Labour

- Refined product
- Consulꢀng services
- Specialized equipment
- Raw material inputs
- water and power
- Labour

- Semi-fabricated product
- Consulꢀng services
- Specialized equipment
- Raw material inputs
- water and power
- Labour

Output/Sellable
Product

Output/Sellable
Product

Output/Sellable
Product

Output/Sellable
Product

Output/Sellable
Product

- Run-of-mine ore for sale to
miners

- Concentrate for sale to
traders

- Refined products for sale 
at to metal exchanges

- Semi-fabricated product
for sale to manufacturers

- Final manufactured
product for use

Source: Adapted from Lydall, 2010

Economic Commission
for Africa
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